
The Corporation of the Town of Ajax 
April 19, 2021 

Motion 
 

Corporate Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

 
 
 

Moved by:  Regional Councillor Lee 
Seconded by: Regional Councillor Dies 
   
WHEREAS the Town of Ajax continues to demonstrate leadership in environmental policy and 
accompanying actions, including ongoing involvement with the network of Partners for Climate 
Protection (PCP) led by the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) as part of ICLEI's Cities 
for Climate Protection (CCP) network (a network of 1,100 communities worldwide), and as a 
member, Ajax completed the Integrated Community Sustainability Plan, 2013 and committed to 
take action against climate change by completing a five milestone framework for reducing 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, and achieved Milestone 5 for both community and corporate 
categories in September 2017 (three years early); 
  
AND WHEREAS in June 2019, Council endorsed the Ajax Climate Risk and Resiliency Plan to 
provide a strategic planning framework (outlining 8 objectives) taking a holistic approach to adapt 
and address the risks and vulnerabilities associated with climate change, and complement works 
done to achieve Milestone 5;   
  
AND WHEREAS Ajax Council joined approximately 800 governments worldwide in declaring a 
Climate Emergency in 2019, but to date the Town’s GHG emissions targets have not been 
updated since achieving Milestone 5 objectives, and since then the Region of Durham has 
completed their Community Energy Plan, outlining a region-wide goal of reducing GHG emissions 
10% below 2019 levels by 2025, 30% below 2019 levels by 2030, and 100% below 2019 levels 
by 2050; 
  
AND WHEREAS an alarming study (March 2021) by The Atmospheric Fund (TAF) found that 
emissions increased by 7% in Toronto and 5.2% across the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area 
(GTHA) from 2017 to 2018, and that 44% of Ontario’s total carbon emissions are from the GTHA;   
  
AND WHEREAS many municipalities are moving toward establishing a separate climate change 
reserve fund to dedicate resources in case of natural disaster or to leverage funding opportunities 
from upper levels of government; 
  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
  
1. Ajax Council reaffirm its commitment to the environment by proactively mitigating and 

adapting to climate change impacts; 

2. Ajax Council establish the following corporate GHG emission reduction targets, and that these 
targets be reflected in an upcoming Corporate Climate Change Action Plan update: 

• 20% GHG emissions reduction by 2025, below 2019 levels; 
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• 40% GHG emissions reduction by 2030, below 2019 levels; 
• 100% GHG emissions reduction by 2050, below 2019 levels; 

3. Ajax Council endorse the Region of Durham’s community GHG emission reduction targets: 

• 10% GHG emissions reduction by 2025, below 2019 levels; 
• 30% GHG emissions reduction by 2030, below 2019 levels; 
• 100% GHG emissions reduction by 2050, below 2019 levels; and 

4. Staff be directed to examine the feasibility of creating a Climate Reserve 
Fund, including investigating and assessing how funds for the reserve could be identified and 
allocated, and to report back to the appropriate standing committee of Council with 
recommendations 
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