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Private Sewage Systems (Septic Systems)
Septic systems that are poorly maintained or leaking, release nutrients and 
dangerous pathogens (viruses and bacteria) into the soil, groundwater and 
other water bodies. 

• Septic systems should be inspected and the septic tank pumped out  
 by a qualified person every 3-4 years.

• Do not dispose of household hazardous materials down the sink  
 or toilet (ie. Paints, varnish, etc.).

• Prevent any vehicles from driving on or parking over the septic system.

Gardening and Lawn Care
• Use a soaker hose instead of a sprinkler system to prevent over watering.

• When mowing the lawn, set the blade to cut the grass 2"-3" high.  
 Most grasses are healthiest at this height. 

• Compost grass clippings and leaves.

• Use fertilizer sparingly and only in recommended amounts. Never use   
 fertilizers prior to a rain event, otherwise, water will just wash it away.

• Use a rain barrel to collect water for future lawn and garden use. 

• Consider directing downspouts away from paved surfaces and instead  
 onto lawns to increase infiltration and reduce polluted runoff.

• The use of pesticides is prohibited under The Province of Ontario’s  
 pesticide ban (Bill 64). 

How You Can help!

To learn more about gardening 
and lawn care, visit the Toronto 
and Region Conservation  
Authority at: trca.on.ca/yards  

Stormwater 
Pollution 
Prevention

Home Care
Household products that contain chemicals, such as paint, pesticides, 
insecticides, solvents, used motor oil and other auto fluids are  
considered household hazardous waste.

• Household hazardous materials should not be disposed of down  
 the sink or toilet or storm sewer.
• For more information on where to dispose of your household  
 hazardous waste visit makethedrop.ca or stewardshipontario.ca

Pet Care
Pet waste left on lawns, parks or landscaped areas is picked up  
by stormwater runoff and deposited into creeks and Lake Ontario.  
Pet waste contains bacteria and pathogens that are harmful to both 
humans and the environment. 

• Dispose of pet waste by either placing it in the trash or flushing  
 it unwrapped down the toilet. 
• Ensure pet waste on your own property is picked up and disposed  
 of accordingly as soon as possible.

Vehicle Maintenance
Washing your car or spilling automotive fluids sends detergents and  
other hazardous chemicals down the storm drains and into Lake Ontario.

• Use a commercial car wash or wash your vehicle on the lawn or  
 other grassed areas to reduce the amount of dirty, polluted water   
 draining into the storm drains.
• Check your vehicle(s) for any leaks and spills and repair as soon  
 as possible. 
• Clean up spilled fluids by using absorbent materials such as kitty litter  
 and dispose of the material at Durham Region household hazardous   
 waste location see durhamregionwaste.ca for more information  
 or visit makethedrop.ca
• Dispose of used oil and other vehicle fluids by dropping them off  
 at Durham Region household hazardous waste location see  
 durhamregionwaste.ca for more information or visit  
 makethedrop.ca for participating retailers.

What 
You  
Can Do



What is a  
 Stormwater Runoff?

How Can I help?
The Town of Ajax and Toronto and Region Conservation 
Authority are working together on the development of a Healthy 
Community Program. The Healthy Community Program is aimed 
at improving water quality by educating and encouraging 
residents to adopt environmentally friendly habits. 

You can help, the other side of the newsletter provides some 
simple environmentally friendly tips and website links that we 
encourage you to adopt.
 

Duffins Creek at the Ajax WaterfrontStorm Sewer Outlet at Pickering Beach Road and Lake Ontario

Types of Drainage Systems
Stormwater drainage systems are commonly called “storm sewers”, 
and should not be confused with sanitary sewers, that transport 
wastewater from our houses and businesses to the sewage  
treatment plant before entering Lake Ontario.

South Ajax stormwater runoff empties into a storm sewer system 
or storm drainage system and was built when the technology was 
to convey stormwater as quickly as possible to a creek or the Lake 
without treatment. Whatever is spilled, dumped or washed off your 
property ends up in the Lake without treatment.

Stormwater runoff is rainfall or melting 

snow that flows over driveways, streets, 

sidewalks, lawns and ditches. 

When it rains or snows, a small amount of  

water is absorbed by the ground or into the air.  

However, most of the runoff flows over these 

surfaces, picking up debris, chemicals, dirt,  

pet waste, fertilizer and other pollutants. These 

pollutants are carried directly into Lake Ontario by 

storm sewers and/or drainage systems (ditches).

What does this mean to me?
All these pollutants together affect the water quality in our  
creeks and Lake Ontario. This type of pollution causes a loss of 
aquatic life and signs posted at beaches advising of a health  
risk for swimming in the Lake.


