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Investment and 
Growth

Economic development in Ajax is one of the Town’s 
highest priorities
70% of our population commutes to Toronto and beyond 
every day for work 
Impacts include traffic gridlock, high fuel/transportation 
expense, a larger carbon footprint, less family time, and a 
high-stress lifestyle. Municipalities need federal 
support programs to help facilitate high-paying, 
long-term job creation
As the Town’s greenfield employment lands are rapidly 
being absorbed, staff have responded by working to 
create a true downtown. This would provide residents 
the option to live, work and play within a vibrant, mixed-
use, walkable environment
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To incentivize investment in this vision, a Downtown 
Community Improvement Area and corresponding 
Community Improvement Plan (CIP) were created
Large new developments including the highly successful 
and federally supported Vision at Pat Bayly Square 
project began absorbing servicing allocations in existing 
sanitary infrastructure
Combined with demand from long-standing, stable, large 
industrial employers like Ajax Textile, we now face a 
pinch point in our sewer capacity
We are now in a position where we are losing potential 
investment including 1,624 estimated jobs and 1,537 
priority residential units
In order to address the problem, an EA was done in 2016 
which identified that laying pipe under an extension of 
Hunt Street would solve two problems: servicing 
capacity and transportation connectivity
Municipalities need federal assistance to construct 
timely and critical infrastructure projects 
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Innovation
Ajax Council was elected with a vision of bringing a tech 
hub incubator space to Ajax. Working proactively with 
businesses, we have launched our 1nnovation Village 
solution in September 2019

The 1nnovation Village (1V) will be the Ajax  
component of the broader Durham Region  
Innovation District, working with the Durham  
Economic Development Partnership

1V strategically repurposes existing assets and 
designated heritage buildings in an established 
neighbourhood to reinvigorate the area and ensure  
long-term sustainability



5

A key component of 1V will be technology workforce and 
talent development, a major driver for business 
attraction, retention and expansion and economic 
development activities

We will see significant returns in job creation and 
ultimately tax revenues as we capitalize on Durham 
Region’s competitive advantage of a highly skilled 
workforce and specialized programming from local 
postsecondary institutions

In addition, a national broadband strategy is required to 
allow for economic development options including 
flexible workspaces and rural connectivity

Municipalities need support from the Government of 
Canada to help us continue fostering innovation locally
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Supporting an 
Airport in Pickering

Ajax Council supports, in principle, the development of 
an airport in Pickering
We urge any successful candidate to lobby for the 
release of the KPMG report and to also support the 
proposed aerotropolis and its economic development 
benefits for Ajax
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Protecting 
our Natural 
Environment

The Town of Ajax has taken a proactive, environment-
first approach by being the first municipality in Ontario 
to adopt Official Plan policies that integrate climate 
mitigation and adaptation into local land use planning; 
adopting and implementing Community and Corporate 
Local Action Plans in 2013 that identify programs and 
actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; and 
adopting the Ajax Climate Risk & Resiliency Plan in 2019
This September, Ajax Council declared a climate 
emergency & staff are exploring a corporate-wide 
ban on single-use plastics
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The Town supports a federal action plan to curb single-
use plastics in order to reduce waste, increase waste 
diversion and encourage innovation in business
The Town encourages the federal government to invest in 
local mitigation and adaptation projects to further 
protect residents and businesses from the impacts of 
climate change
 The Town supports the long-term vision of the Region to 
use pre-sorting and anaerobic digestion to assist with 
waste management diversion
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Investing in  
Tertiary Treatment

 The nearshore waters at the Ajax waterfront are in crisis

 The Town’s waterfront is being choked by a nuisance 
algae (cladophora) on a yearly basis. This is causing 
severe problems, including the destruction of fish habitat 
(environment degradation), loss of the ability to swim in 
the water and play along Ajax’s beaches (tourism 
deterrent), and odour impacts (reduction of homeowner 
enjoyment)

 The Town’s science points to phosphorus from the Duffin 
Creek Water Pollution Control Plant (DCWPCP) as the 
cause of the excessive growth of cladophora
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 The implementation of tertiary treatment to reduce 
phosphorus and soluble reactive phosphorus coming 
from the DCWPCP has been an ongoing issue and a 
priority for the Town for more than ten years 

 Waterfront restoration and water quality are of utmost 
importance for the Town. We’d like an opportunity to 
collaborate with all invested parties to find a solution to 
this issue, and any funding assistance for tertiary 
treatment at the Duffin Creek Water Pollution 
Control Plant will go a long way to ensuring the right 
measures are put in place in a timely manner

The Federal government must uphold and invest 
in solutions that implement its commitments and 
responsibilities for protecting water quality in the 
Great Lakes, as outlined in the Draft Canada-Ontario 
Agreement on Great Lakes Water Quality and Ecosystem 
Health, 2020, including investments in wastewater 
treatment technologies to prevent the harmful effects of 
excess nutrient loading in nearshore ecosystems.
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Bolstering Tourism 
& Investing in 
Culture

Place-making is a renewed focus for the Town
1V (page 2) will serve to build a place to attract talent and 
businesses
Place-making Pat Bayly Square will help the Town realize 
the full potential of this highly-anticipated civic space
Public furniture enhancements and a large outdoor 
media display would be great additions to attract 
residents to the space for opportunities like Jurassic 
Park of the East and other special events

Pat Bayly Square
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Place-making is also a great avenue to attracting more 
business to the area. We visualize Pat Bayly Square to be 
a focal point for residents and businesses alike in our 
new downtown
This prime community and tourist attraction will function 
in Durham Region similar to Nathan Phillips Square and 
Yonge-Dundas Square
Place-making at Pat Bayly Square will complement 
the historic investment made by the Government of 
Canada to Ajax’s women war workers memorial, a 
first of its kind in Canada. These improvements will 
continue to draw people to this unique and important 
destination
We also support the Ajax Legion’s request for funding. 
The Legion is a part of Ajax’s proud history of public 
service, with roots back to the Town’s founding. Please 
do what you can to ensure they receive the support 
they need

Legion colour guard at the Pat Bayly Square opening
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Strengthening the 
Gas Tax Fund

Federal Gas Tax has been a predictable, long-term and 
stable funding source that has been used by Ontario 
municipalities to address core infrastructure needs, while 
improving environmental sustainability and providing 
funding flexibility to accomplish legislated Asset 
Management projects
The $34M (2018) in Gas Tax received in Ajax since 
inception of the program have been invested in several 
road related infrastructure renewal projects totaling 
$12M, sustainable construction of energy efficient 
projects totaling another $12M, facility energy audits and 
other capacity building studies required to advance 
Asset Management practices
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Permanently doubling the Gas Tax Fund transfer, and 
boosting annual growth to 3.5% would help address 
the Town’s funding gap, which is currently being 
determined by the review of our Asset Management 
Plan
As the Town builds infrastructure required to 
accommodate growth, the Town must also plan for the 
eventual replacement and rehabilitation of these new 
assets. An increased Gas Tax contribution with a 
spending timeline of up to 10 years would allow 
municipalities to ensure core infrastructure utilized by 
businesses and residents continues to provide benefits 
for generations to come
Allowing for increased flexibility in the application of 
funding to innovation and storm water management 
related projects or climate change initiatives that 
currently don’t satisfy the eligibility requirements under 
the current agreement would be valuable
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Affordability
Access to public transit and affordable housing are 
key to supporting Ajax and Durham Region residents 
long-term
Investment in a long-term, direct federal funding model 
for public transit is essential to keep people moving and 
building economic development opportunities outside of 
downtown Toronto. This will cut commutes, lower 
emissions and increase affordability
The GO Train expansion to Bowmanville needs shovels in 
the ground to ensure two-way regional access to boost 
economic opportunities in Durham Region. We support 
our regional partners preferring the Option 1 proposed 
route
Partnership with the Province of Ontario must be 
prioritized on projects such as Durham’s Integrated 
Rapid Transit Network to ensure we do not fall behind on 
the progress we’ve made
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