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Sent Via Email

Dear Chair and Trustees (Ajax Trustees Donna Edwards and Kelly Miller),
RE: Castlefield Area Student Access and Infrastructure Update to Assess Impact

I’m writing to share important updates regarding infrastructure development in and
around the Castlefield subdivision, and to respectfully raise concerns about student
access to nearby schools as | anticipate significant traffic changes in the Fall of 2025
moving into 2026.

The Town of Ajax has recently confirmed upcoming construction plans, with the Puckrin
Bridge widening work underway until Summer 2026, and pending budget approval, the
widening of Rossland Road and Harwood Avenue, starting in 2026. Also, bridge
reconstruction is underway on Church Street, wrapping up on September 30, 2025. In
addition, construction starting August 2025 to support Durham-Scarborough Bus Rapid
Transit along Kingston Road will cause further traffic disruption until Summer 2027.

These projects, while necessary for long-term connectivity, are expected to significantly
impact traffic volume and travel times in the area.

| understand that seven Ajax Public Schools remain under the Ministry of Education's
Rated Capacity and that a new school build may not be feasible at this time according
to the business case requirements. However, many children living in the Castlefield
subdivision are currently being bused to schools outside of their neighbourhood, such
as Lincoln Alexander, with commute times approaching 45 minutes. These extended
travel times, especially amid upcoming construction along Rossland Road and Harwood
Avenue create added strain on families and daily schedules.
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With much of Ajax’s student transportation relying on tiered busing, | anticipate that the
infrastructure upgrades will further impact timing and route efficiency. In light of these
challenges, I'm writing to formally advocate for a boundary review.

Given that several nearby schools are still operating below capacity, | urge the Board to
explore interim solutions that reduce travel times and improve access for Castlefield
students. Options could include temporary boundary adjustments, increased flexibility in
school placements, or creative programming within closer facilities.

The shared goal remains simple: to ensure students can attend a school close to home
without unnecessary delays or disruptions until such time that a new school can be
responsibly planned and built in the Castlefield subdivision.

| felt it important to bring this to your attention, so that boundary reviews and utilization
of closer schools could be considered to help minimize the impact of students and
families for the upcoming 2025/2026 and 2026/2027 school years.

| believe this is a timely opportunity to work collaboratively toward a solution that reflects
both logistical realities and the best interests of Castlefield families. | welcome
continued dialogue on how we can ensure students are supported now, even as we
plan responsibly for future growth and infrastructure.

In closing, while this letter is mostly an update on construction and advocacy for a
boundary review, the end goal has always been to have a Public School built within the
Castlefield community for the students of Castlefield.

Warm regards,
Nancy Henry
Ward 2 Councillor
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Nancy Henry

Local Councillor, Ward 2, Town of Ajax
E: Nancy.henry@ajax.ca
Cell: 289.660.2623
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