
The Corporation of the Town of Ajax 
Compliance Audit Committee 

Thursday June 6, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 
River Plate Room, Town Hall 
65 Harwood Avenue South  

Confirmed by: 

AGENDA 

Alternative formats available upon request by contacting: 
accessibility@ajax.ca or 905-619-2529 ext. 3347 

Online Agenda  Anything in blue denotes an attachment/link. By clicking the links on the agenda page, 
you can jump directly to that section of the agenda. 

1. Call To Order – Town Clerk

2. Appointment of Chair

3. Chair’s Opening Statement

4. Disclosures of Pecuniary Interest

5. Clerk’s Reports

5.1 Van Dusen, James 
a) Delegations
b) Written Submissions ............................................................................................ 2 
c) Clerk’s Report  ....................................................................................................... 4 
d) Discussion/Debate

5.2 Poon, Susan 
a) Delegations
b) Written Submissions ............................................................................................ 2 
c) Clerk’s Report  ....................................................................................................... 9 
d) Discussion/Debate

5.3 Rana, MD Tarekh 
a) Delegations
b) Written Submissions
c) Clerk’s Report  ....................................................................................................... 13 
d) Discussion/Debate

6. Adjournment
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May 26, 2019  
 
Alexander Harras 
Manager of Legislative Services/Deputy Clerk | Legislative Services 
Town of Ajax 
65 Harwood Avenue S., Ajax ON, L1S 2H9 
 
Dear Alexander: 
 
Reference: 2018 Municipal Election 

Donations Above the Contributor Limit 
Compliance Audit Committee Review “The Committee” 

 
We are in receipt of your emails, all of May 22, 2019 regarding exceeded contributions on the part of 
donors Poon, Van Dusen, and Rana. Thank you for those notifications. 
 
Mindful that this information has been appropriately forwarded to The Committee, I submit the 
following information with hopes that this may assist The Committee with the review process. 
 
 
Based on our follow-up, this response was received in the matter of Contributors Michael & Susan 
Poon 
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Based on our follow-up, this response was received in the matter of Contributors Jim & Kerry Van 
Dusen 
 

 
 
Please note that contributor contact information is contained in our original post election Candidate 
Financial Submissions.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Shaun Collier 
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Clerk’s Report 
 

 

Report To:  Compliance Audit Committee 
 
Prepared By:  Alexander Harras, Manager of Legislative Services / Acting Clerk  
 
Subject:    Apparent Contravention of Contribution Limit 

Contributor: Van Dusen, James 
 

Date of Report: May 22, 2019 
 
 

 
 
Background: 

 
Section 88.34 of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, as amended (hereafter referred to as the 
MEA), requires that, as soon as possible on the day that is 30 days after the filing date, the Town 
Clerk shall prepare a report identifying each contributor to a candidate for office on a council who 
appears to have contravened any of the contribution limits for a municipal or school board election. 
 
Section 88.9(1) of the MEA states that “a contributor shall not make contributions exceeding a 
total of $1,200 to any one candidate in an election.” Section 88.9(4) of the MEA states that “a 
contributor shall not make contributions exceeding a total of $5,000 to two or more candidates for 
office on the same council or local board.” These limits were noted to all candidates at the time of 
submitting their nominations for the election, and is reflected in various guides and documentation 
provided by the Town and the Ministry of Municipal Affairs to all candidates. Additionally, it is the 
duty of candidates to inform contributors that a contributor shall not make contributions exceeding 
a total of $1,200 to any one candidate in an election, and a total of $5,000 to two or more 
candidates for offices on the same council or local board (see s. 88.22(1)(r) of the MEA). 
 
Within 30 days of receiving the Town Clerk’s report, the Compliance Audit Committee (CAC) must 
decide whether to commence a legal proceeding against the contributor for the apparent 
contravention. 
 
This report is prepared in accordance with the requirements of section 88.34 of the MEA. Notice 
of the CAC’s meeting to consider this report is provided to the contributor, the applicable 
candidate(s), and the public. 
 
 

Discussion: 
 
Review Methodology 
 
A standard methodology was followed in order to identify contributors that appear to have violated 
the contribution limits. Upon receipt of a candidate’s submitted financial statement, all 
contributions reported on the financial statement were entered into a database, including the 
reported name and address of the contributor, the candidate to whom they contributed, and the 
amount of the contribution. After the filing deadline had passed, the database of contributions was 
analyzed to identify contributors that may have contributed to more than one candidate and whose 
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Subject:   Apparent Contravention of Contribution Limit                                                                     P a g e  | 2  

 

contributions exceeded a sum total of $5,000, or who may have made multiple contributions to 
the same candidate that exceeded a sum total of $1,200. 
 
In conducting this review, it was identified that a contributor, James Van Dusen, made 
contributions to a single candidate for Ajax Council that exceeded a sum total of $1,200. The 
contributions are listed in Table 1. 
 

Table 1: Contributions to a single candidate for Ajax Council by James Van Dusen 
 

Candidate Seeking the Office of: Date Contributed Amount 

Collier, Shaun Mayor, Town of Ajax August 21, 2018 $1,200.00 

Collier, Shaun Mayor, Town of Ajax October 1, 2018 $100.00 

 TOTAL:  $1,300.00 

 
Attached to this report are the specific pages of the relevant candidates’ financial statements that 
indicate the contributions noted in Table 1 (relevant contributions are highlighted in yellow). 
Complete copies of the candidates’ submitted financial statements are available on the Town’s 
website at: 
 
https://www.ajax.ca/en/inside-townhall/elections.aspx#Submitted-Candidate-Financial-
Statements-for-2018 
 
 
Of note, the contributor’s name is presented differently between the two entries on the candidate’s 
submitted financial statements. A search of Town of Ajax property records was conducted to 
confirm if more than one individual with a similar name resides at the noted address. Upon review 
of the Town’s records, there is no evidence to suggest that two or more individuals with similar 
names reside at this address. 
 
 

Conclusion: 
 
It is the conclusion of the Town Clerk that James Van Dusen, of 301 Williamson Drive West, Ajax, 
ON, appears to have exceeded the contribution limit of $1,200 to a single candidate for office on 
Ajax Council in the 2018 Ajax Municipal and School Board Elections. It is the Committee’s 
responsibility to determine whether to commence a legal proceeding against the contributor based 
on the information presented in this report. 
 
 

Attachments: 
 
ATT-1:  Financial Statement – S. Collier, pages 11-13 
 
 
Submitted by: 
 
 

 

 
Alexander Harras – Manager of Legislative Services / Acting Clerk 
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ATT-1
Financial Statements - S. Collier

Pages 11-13
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Clerk’s Report 
 

 

Report To:  Compliance Audit Committee 
 
Prepared By:  Alexander Harras, Manager of Legislative Services / Acting Clerk  
 
Subject:    Apparent Contravention of Contribution Limit 

Contributor: Hum Poon, Susan 
 

Date of Report: May 22, 2019 
 
 

 

Background: 

Section 88.34 of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, as amended (hereafter referred to as the 
MEA), requires that, as soon as possible on the day that is 30 days after the filing date, the Town 
Clerk shall prepare a report identifying each contributor to a candidate for office on a council who 
appears to have contravened any of the contribution limits for a municipal or school board election. 

Section 88.9(1) of the MEA states that “a contributor shall not make contributions exceeding a 
total of $1,200 to any one candidate in an election.” Section 88.9(4) of the MEA states that “a 
contributor shall not make contributions exceeding a total of $5,000 to two or more candidates for 
office on the same council or local board.” These limits were noted to all candidates at the time of 
submitting their nominations for the election, and is reflected in various guides and documentation 
provided by the Town and the Ministry of Municipal Affairs to all candidates. Additionally, it is the 
duty of candidates to inform contributors that a contributor shall not make contributions exceeding 
a total of $1,200 to any one candidate in an election, and a total of $5,000 to two or more 
candidates for offices on the same council or local board (see s. 88.22(1)(r) of the MEA). 

Within 30 days of receiving the Town Clerk’s report, the Compliance Audit Committee (CAC) must 
decide whether to commence a legal proceeding against the contributor for the apparent 
contravention. 

This report is prepared in accordance with the requirements of section 88.34 of the MEA. Notice 
of the CAC’s meeting to consider this report is provided to the contributor, the applicable 
candidate(s), and the public. 
 

Discussion: 
 
Review Methodology 
 
A standard methodology was followed in order to identify contributors that appear to have violated 
the contribution limits. Upon receipt of a candidate’s submitted financial statement, all 
contributions reported on the financial statement were entered into a database, including the 
reported name and address of the contributor, the candidate to whom they contributed, and the 
amount of the contribution. After the filing deadline had passed, the database of contributions was 
analyzed to identify contributors that may have contributed to more than one candidate and whose 
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contributions exceeded a sum total of $5,000, or who may have made multiple contributions to 
the same candidate that exceeded a sum total of $1,200. 
 
In conducting this review, it was identified that a contributor, Susan Hum Poon, made 
contributions to a single candidate for Ajax Council that exceeded a sum total of $1,200. The 
contributions are listed in Table 1. 
 

Table 1: Contributions to a single candidate for Ajax Council by Susan Hum Poon 
 

Candidate Seeking the Office of: Date Contributed Amount 

Collier, Shaun Mayor, Town of Ajax July 16, 2018 $1,200.00 

Collier, Shaun Mayor, Town of Ajax October 11, 2018 $200.00 

 TOTAL:  $1,400.00 

 
Attached to this report are the specific pages of the relevant candidates’ financial statements that 
indicate the contributions noted in Table 1 (relevant contributions are highlighted in yellow). 
Complete copies of the candidates’ submitted financial statements are available on the Town’s 
website at: 
 
https://www.ajax.ca/en/inside-townhall/elections.aspx#Submitted-Candidate-Financial-
Statements-for-2018 
 
Of note, there is an apparent typographical error in the spelling of the contributor’s name between 
the two entries on the candidate’s submitted financial statements. A request for information was 
submitted to the City of Markham for property information on the noted address to determine 
whether more than one individual with a similar name resided at this address, however this inquiry 
proved inconclusive. It is the opinion of the Town Clerk that the difference in spelling reflects a 
typographical error only. 
 

Conclusion: 
 
It is the conclusion of the Town Clerk that Susan Hum Poon, of 329-68 Main Street North, 
Markham, ON, appears to have exceeded the contribution limit of $1,200 to a single candidate 
for office on Ajax Council in the 2018 Ajax Municipal and School Board Elections. It is the 
Committee’s responsibility to determine whether to commence a legal proceeding against the 
contributor based on the information presented in this report. 

Attachments: 
 
ATT-1:  Financial Statement – S. Collier, pages 11-12 
 
 
Submitted by: 
 
 

 
 

Alexander Harras – Manager of Legislative Services / Acting Clerk  
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ATT-1
Financial Statements - S. Collier
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Clerk’s Report 
 

 

Report To:  Compliance Audit Committee 
 
Prepared By:  Alexander Harras, Manager of Legislative Services / Acting Clerk  
 
Subject:    Apparent Contravention of Contribution Limit 

Contributor: Rana, M.D. Tarekh 
 

Date of Report: May 22, 2019 
 
 

 
 
Background: 

 
Section 88.34 of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, as amended (hereafter referred to as the 
MEA), requires that, as soon as possible on the day that is 30 days after the filing date, the Town 
Clerk shall prepare a report identifying each contributor to a candidate for office on a council who 
appears to have contravened any of the contribution limits for a municipal or school board election. 
 
Section 88.9(1) of the MEA states that “a contributor shall not make contributions exceeding a 
total of $1,200 to any one candidate in an election.” Section 88.9(4) of the MEA states that “a 
contributor shall not make contributions exceeding a total of $5,000 to two or more candidates for 
office on the same council or local board.” These limits were noted to all candidates at the time of 
submitting their nominations for the election, and is reflected in various guides and documentation 
provided by the Town and the Ministry of Municipal Affairs to all candidates. Additionally, it is the 
duty of candidates to inform contributors that a contributor shall not make contributions exceeding 
a total of $1,200 to any one candidate in an election, and a total of $5,000 to two or more 
candidates for offices on the same council or local board (see s. 88.22(1)(r) of the MEA). 
 
Within 30 days of receiving the Town Clerk’s report, the Compliance Audit Committee must decide 
whether to commence a legal proceeding against the contributor for the apparent contravention. 
 
This report is prepared in accordance with the requirements of section 88.34 of the MEA. Notice 
of the CAC’s meeting to consider this report will be provided to the contributor, the applicable 
candidate(s), and the public. 
 
 

Discussion: 
 
Review Methodology 
 
A standard methodology was followed in order to identify contributors that appear to have violated 
the contribution limits. Upon receipt of a candidate’s submitted financial statement, all 
contributions reported on the financial statement were entered into a database, including the 
reported name and address of the contributor, the candidate to whom they contributed, and the 
amount of the contribution. After the filing deadline had passed, the database of contributions was 
analyzed to identify contributors that may have contributed to more than one candidate and whose 
contributions exceeded a sum total of $5,000, or who may have made multiple contributions to 
the same candidate that exceeded a sum total of $1,200. 
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In conducting this review, it was identified that a contributor, M.D. Tarekh Rana, made 
contributions to multiple candidates for Ajax council that together exceed a sum total of $5,000. 
The contributions and the candidates to which they were contributed are listed in Table 1. 
 

Table 1: Contributions to Ajax Council candidates by M.D. Tarekh Rana 
 

Candidate Seeking the Office of: Date Contributed Amount 

Collier, Shaun Mayor, Town of Ajax July 16, 2018 $1,200.00 

Crawford, Marilyn Regional Councillor, Ward 1 August 29, 2018 $600.00 

Henry, Nancy Regional Councillor, Ward 2 July 18, 2018 $600.00 

Khan, Ashmeed Local Councillor, Ward 2 January 1, 2018 $1,200.00 

McAleer, Kurtis Regional Councillor, Ward 3 July 18, 2018 $600.00 

Tyler Morin, Rob Local Councillor, Ward 1 May 3, 2018 $1,200.00 

 TOTAL:  $5,400.00 

 
Attached to this report are the specific pages of the relevant candidates’ financial statements that 
indicate the contributions noted in Table 1 (relevant contributions are highlighted in yellow). 
Complete copies of the candidates’ submitted financial statements are available on the Town’s 
website at: 
 
https://www.ajax.ca/en/inside-townhall/elections.aspx#Submitted-Candidate-Financial-
Statements-for-2018 
 
Of note, different spellings of the contributor’s name appear within the financial statements, 
though the reported address is consistent across all financial statements. In order to ensure that 
the contributions were not made by multiple individuals with similar names who share the same 
address, a request for information was submitted to the City of Pickering for property information 
on the noted address. Upon review of the documentation provided by the City of Pickering, there 
is no evidence to suggest that two or more individuals with similar names reside at this address. 
 
 

Conclusion: 
 
It is the conclusion of the Town Clerk that M.D. Tarekh Rana, of 1201 Halsey Lane, Pickering, 
ON, appears to have exceeded the contribution limit of $5,000 for two or more candidates for 
office on the same council in the 2018 Ajax Municipal and School Board Elections. It is the 
Committee’s responsibility to determine whether to commence a legal proceeding against the 
contributor based on the information presented in this report. 
 
 

Attachments: 
 
ATT-1:  Financial Statement – S. Collier, page 11 
ATT-2:  Financial Statement – M. Crawford, page 6 
ATT-3:  Financial Statement – N. Henry, page 4 
ATT-4:  Financial Statement – A. Khan, page 11 
ATT-5:  Financial Statement – K. McAleer, page 4 
ATT-6:  Financial Statement – R. Tyler Morin, page 9 
 
 
  

- 14 -

https://www.ajax.ca/en/inside-townhall/elections.aspx#Submitted-Candidate-Financial-Statements-for-2018
https://www.ajax.ca/en/inside-townhall/elections.aspx#Submitted-Candidate-Financial-Statements-for-2018


Subject:   Apparent Contravention of Contribution Limit                                                                     P a g e  | 3  

 

Submitted by: 
 

 

 
Alexander Harras – Manager of Legislative Services / Acting Clerk 
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ATT-1
Financial Statements - S. Collier

Page 11
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ATT-2
Financial Statements - M. Crawford

Page 6
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ATT-3
Financial Statements - N. Henry

Page 4
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ATT-4
Financial Statements - A. Khan

Page 11
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ATT-5
Financial Statements - K. McAleer

Page 4
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ATT-6
Financial Statements - R. Tyler Morin

Page 9
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