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ARC 2 is a must see
In late November, Ajax Council officially opened the second phase of the 
Audley Recreation Centre (ARC) with a special community event. 
Located at 1955 Audley Rd. N., guests toured  the new library branch, 
community hall and active living space. The impressive contemporary facility 
provides expanded, accessible recreation programs and services to Ajax’s 
growing and diverse population. 

FEATURES 
• 14,000 square foot multi-purpose community hall located on the eastern 

end of ARC features a dedicated entrance off the expanded  
parking lot and provides an ideal venue to host events, conferences, 
celebrations and more.

• 5,000 square foot multifunctional active living space features a Core 
Performance Zone with Synrgy™ System, tire flip and sled push. The new 
group fitness space boasts virtual fitness classes, new drop-in classes 
and TRX Suspension System. Ask about the ARC Performance Pass 
next time you visit!

• 15,000 square foot library branch features comfortable reading and 
working areas, private and collaborative study rooms, programming 
spaces, separate teen and children’s areas and internet enabled 
workstations (see page 7).

For more information, visit ajax.ca/arc2.

Residents love  
living in Ajax
The results of the Town’s customer 
satisfaction poll are in - 81% of those 
polled are highly satisfied with 
the Town’s service delivery. When 
compared to other GTA municipalities, 
Ajax ranks high in overall satisfaction.

POLL HIGHLIGHTS
• 95% satisfaction with parks, sports, 

recreation and fire services  
• 86% feel that Ajax is a safe 

community
• Residents want to hear from the 

Town via social media – Twitter, 
Facebook & Instagram

• Waterfront, greenspaces and sense 
of community are top priorities for 
the community

• Traffic and road infrastructure are a 
top concern for residents

Approximately 600 residents 
participated in this important 
engagement exercise which helps 
the Town track how we are doing and 
identify areas for improvement. 
To review the full results, visit ajax.ca.
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Snow Clearing 
Tips & Reminders
The Town of Ajax
is responsible for: of roads

400 km 150 km
parking lots

27
school 

crossings

53
of sidewalks, trails 

and emergency 
access roads

It’s the home owner’s responsibility
to clear snow at the end of their 
driveway (including windrows). 

It’s the home owner’s responsibility
to remove ice and snow from the 
sidewalk surrounding their home, 
within 24 hours of a snowfall. 

It’s the law

Give snow plows lots of room, 
make sure your vehicle is not 
hanging onto the road.

Remember to...

You can track snow clearing 
and salting operations at 
ajax.ca/plowmap.

Did you know?

Parking permits are automatically 
revoked during a winter weather event. 
You could be ticketed or towed. 

REVOKED

Parking on the street is prohibited
during plowing and salting operations.

Clear the way

Reminder

Did you know?

Occasional Use

Parking Permit

ajax.ca/snow

https://ajax.ca/snow
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Environmental action

Our Stronger Together Plan
The Town is pleased to present the final 2018-2022 Ajax Strategic Plan – Stronger 
Together. The plan includes three focus areas, 21 goals and an aggressive 148 actions  
to guide the term of Council.
New features of the plan include a Top 22 by 2022 list of community priorities, a listing 
of all 148 planned actions and a journal area for followers to make notes.
To download and learn how you can receive a promotional hardcopy of the plan,  
visit ajax.ca/StrongerTogether. 

OUR COMMUNITY PROMISE

OUR FOCUS AREAS

TOWN EXPLORES CORPORATE  
SINGLE-USE PLASTIC BAN
Ajax Council unanimously passed a  
resolution directing staff to investigate and 
report back impacts of a corporate-wide 
single-use plastics ban. Mayor and Council 
are also encouraging local businesses to go  
single-use plastic free in an effort to  
reduce litter and keep Ajax green. 

Our business community is already 
making the change. In the fall, Rico’s 
Food and Refreshments who operates the 
Ajax Community Centre and Rotary Park 
concessions made the switch and no longer 
use plastic straws or styrofoam containers. 

COUNCIL DECLARES CLIMATE EMERGENCY
In September, Ajax Council took a proactive position in declaring a 
climate emergency. This resolution reaffirms the Town’s commitment 

to the environment, and recognizes the seriousness of the climate 
change crisis, bringing the Town’s messaging in line with other 
progressive municipalities as well as the Government of Canada. 

We strive to be LEADERS in all that 
we do; and foster a vibrant, innovative 
and connected COMMUNITY.

Connecting  
Our Community

Investing
in Our Community

Leading
in Our Community

https://ajax.ca/StrongerTogether
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Councillor Rob Tyler-Morin - W1
As I look back on my first year in office, I’m grateful for the relationships that have been created with my Council 
colleagues and with staff at the Town of Ajax. Working together is our responsibility and is very important for 
our community and for our residents. It has also been my pleasure to connect with so many residents and local 
businesses - and it’s those interactions that truly enable us to lead our Town to its greatest heights. 

I’m very proud that we have initiated traffic calming in our first year and will continue to do so throughout the 
term. We are addressing many items including: local employment, safer neighbourhoods, quality of life for 
seniors and 1nnovation Village with Durham College. Exciting times!

Thank you for making my first year on Council unforgettable. I look forward to continuing to engage with 
residents on a daily basis and at our many community events. 

Ajax Council Community Update
Members of Council share year one successes 

Mayor Shaun Collier 
As a new Ajax Council, we hit the ground running in 2019, and I’m incredibly proud of the effort 
we’ve put in and the results that we are starting to see. We’ve been very clear about our priorities: 
economic development (jobs and new infrastructure), innovation and technology, the environment and 
advocating on behalf of our community. Together we:

• Launched the 1nnovation Village (1V) initiative
• Issued 717 building permits, including 223,000 sq. ft. in commercial and industrial space
• Received 8 major development applications (5 commercial)
• Are on track to meet our 5,000 new jobs target by end of term
• Passed 19 council-led resolutions
• Attended 14 new business openings
• Hosted more than 50 meetings with local business owners
• Hosted Jurassic Park of the East
• Initiated 6+ strategies e.g. IT Strategy, Parks & Rec Master Plan,  Fire Master Plan & Economic 

Development Action Plan
• Unveiled the William A. Parish Waterfront Trail 
• Hired a dedicated grants and strategic initiatives person to apply for non-tax revenue to take the 

burden off the tax base
• Approved the 2018-2022 Ajax Strategic Plan Stronger {Together}

Regional Councillor Marilyn Crawford - W1
The first year after being elected as your Regional Councillor for Ward 1 has been so exciting, and as I reflect 
back I am amazed at how much we have fit in. I have been involved with new developments, working on 
the introduction of 1nnovation Village, strengthening our relationship with Durham College, creating new 
relationships with the AI Hub, and piloting regional campaigns such as lids for blue bins, automated traffic 
enforcement and red light cameras - all while continuing our regular community meetings and building strong 
relationships with our “new” Ward 1 residents.

I can’t wait to see what next year holds!

905-619-2529, ext. 3332 shaun.collier@ajax.ca

@mayor_collier MayorSCollier

905-619-2529, ext. 3372 marilyn.crawford@ajax.ca

@CllrMCrawford Marilyn Gallagher Crawford  @regional_councillor_ward_1

905-619-2529, ext. 3374 rob.tylermorin@ajax.ca

@RobTylerMorin Rob Tyler Morin  @councillorrobtylermorin

mailto:shaun.collier%40ajax.ca?subject=
https://twitter.com/mayor_collier
https://www.facebook.com/MayorSCollier/
mailto:marilyn.crawford%40ajax.ca?subject=
https://twitter.com/CllrMCrawford
https://www.facebook.com/marilyn.g.crawford
https://instagram.com/regional_councillor_ward_1
mailto:rob.tylermorin%40ajax.ca?subject=
https://twitter.com/RobTylerMorin
https://www.facebook.com/RobTylerMorinAjax
https://instagram.com/councillorrobtylermorin
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Regional Councillor Sterling Lee - W2
As I approach the one year mark of my tenure as Regional Councillor, I’m incredibly proud of the policies I’ve been 
able to put forth that have benefited the Town. With the support of my colleagues, Ajax has removed all election 
signs from local roads; making for a more beautiful and safer commute. This was recently expanded to include 
all real estate signage and flags. In the fall, I put forth a unanimously supported motion for the Town to declare a 
Climate Emergency, joining countless other Canadian municipalities in acknowledging the devastating nature of 
climate change. Finally, I was proud to second a motion calling on our province to provide Needs Based Therapy 
for families with children with autism. With Phase 2 of the Audley Rec Centre opening at the end of this year and 
Gordon Foods opening shortly after, there is a lot to be excited about in Ward 2.

Councillor Ashmeed Khan - W2 
It has already been one year since I was elected as your Ward 2 Councillor! This year has been a whirlwind 
of activity and excitement and I am so pleased with the direction our Town is heading. The focus for my 
first year serving as an elected official was to continue strengthening relationships throughout Ajax and 
our neighbouring municipalities in order to establish the building blocks for the rest of the term. To do this I 
prioritized getting out to as many events, grand openings, and residents’ invitations as possible. 

I have advocated for traffic calming in our neighbourhoods, encouraged and supported businesses to adopt 
green practices (reduction of single-use plastics), promoted the importance of local jobs, and have supported 
best practices for inclusivity throughout our Town by sitting on the Accessibility Committee. As I look back on 
my first year, I am thrilled with our progress and I cannot wait for what next year has in store.

Regional Councillor Joanne Dies - W3
Reflecting back on my first year as Regional Councillor for Ward 3, I cannot believe how much we have 
accomplished in such a short time.  I have been appointed to numerous committees such as; Health and Social 
Services Committee, TRCA Board of Directors, TRCA Executive Board, Leaders of the Greenbelt, Greenbelt 
Foundation, Regional Watershed Committee of TRCA, Durham Region Non Profit Housing Corporation’s 
Board, and Ajax’s Homelessness Task Force. The focus of these committees has been on topics such as 
affordable housing, supporting those experiencing homelessness, the opioid crisis, and the environmental 
health of our community. I believe that the overall health of residents is the key to employment and economic 
stability. This past year has been extremely rewarding. I look forward to continuing to advocate for our 
waterfront and addressing issues that are important to Ajax residents.

Councillor Lisa Bower - W3
I cannot believe that our first year on Council is almost complete…how time flies!  As I take a moment to reflect, 
I am amazed at how many opportunities I have had and what I have been able to do as your Councillor over 
the last 12 months:  Council meetings, conferences, open houses, resident meetings, ward meetings, grand 
openings, award presentations, budget meetings, resident emails, strategic planning sessions, committee 
meetings, flag raisings, motions, cultural events, parades, public consultations, phone calls, ribbon cuttings, 
graduation ceremonies, chairing meetings, assemblies, anniversaries, conference calls, videos, throwing 
an opening pitch, media interviews, fundraisers, tree dedications, community clean ups, policy review, staff 
meetings, community runs, teambuilding, and lots of reading, learning and asking questions.  Becoming a 
Councillor has been one of the most rewarding achievements of my life.  I am excited to see what next year 
holds and as I said a year ago, I will serve our wonderful Town honestly, passionately and responsibly.

905-619-2529, ext. 3380 sterling.lee@ajax.ca

@yourvoice4ajax YourVoice4Ajax  @yourvoice4ajax

905-619-2529, ext. 3364 ashmeed.khan@ajax.ca

@CllrAshmeedKhan CllrAshmeedKhan  @councillorashmeedkhan

905-619-2529, ext. 3373 joanne.dies@ajax.ca

@JoanneDies  @joannedies

905-619-2529, ext. 3363 lisa.bower@ajax.ca

@lisaforajax Lisa Bower  @lisaforajax

mailto:sterling.lee%40ajax.ca?subject=
https://twitter.com/yourvoice4ajax
https://www.facebook.com/yourvoice4ajax/
https://instagram.com/yourvoice4ajax
mailto:ashmeed.khan%40ajax.ca?subject=
https://twitter.com/CllrAshmeedKhan
https://www.facebook.com/AshmeedKhanAjax/?__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARCIjXZaEFv8dWJteEVrt3I87G241P3K8ajK_BsFhUqoA0HY5ackwi7FQm6PgynLb8yKNbstqvsA-_9m
https://instagram.com/councillorashmeedkhan
mailto:joanne.dies%40ajax.ca?subject=
https://twitter.com/JoanneDies
https://instagram.com/joannedies
mailto:lisa.bower%40ajax.ca?subject=
https://twitter.com/lisaforajax
https://www.facebook.com/lisa.bower.92123
https://instagram.com/lisaforajax
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NEW TECH INCUBATOR CONCEPT 
ENVISIONED TO SUPPORT TALENT 
DEVELOPMENT IN ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE, CYBER SECURITY & 
ROBOTICS
The 1nnovation Village (1V) concept is a proposed collection 
of buildings, people and ideas, within historic Pickering 
Village, with a goal of drawing new technologies, training 
and businesses to Ajax. From artificial intelligence (AI) and 
cybersecurity to robotics and world-class training, 1V is 
envisioned to be a leading attraction for tech professionals and 
entrepreneurs.
The 1V concept brings to life underutilized Town buildings 
which could include the Quaker Meeting House, St. Francis 
Centre, Pickering Village Library and Mill Street Fire House by 
converting them into learning labs, maker spaces, collaborative 
work spaces, product launch facilities, meeting and event 
space, and testing and training facilities.

CONCEPT

The concept in principle was endorsed at the September 16, 
2019 Council meeting. Costs associated with 1V will be brought 
forward through the Town’s annual operating budget process and 
a business case will be presented to Council in early 2020.
Innovation is a priority for Ajax Council as it contributes to high-
quality jobs, tourism initiatives and global profile. The Town has 
already hosted several AI and tech events and 1V Collaborative 
partnerships have been initiated with Durham College AI Hub, 
siberX, EC Council, OPG XLabs and Search Engine People.

ABOUT THE LOGO
• 1V represents the Roman numeral four and the four potential 

locations within Pickering Village and ties to its historic 
significance.

• The 1 represents binary code used for programming 
technology.

• The circle represents the tech ecosystem and ties the 
concept together by integrating our past and future.

FIRST CYCBERSECURITY ESCAPE ROOM IN 
NORTH AMERICA OPENS
In early December, Ajax Council officially welcomed ICE-
VR to Ajax. ICE-VR is the first cybersecurity escape room 
in North America. The escape room experience consists of 
three immersive escape rooms designed to promote dynamic 
learning by challenging participants to interpret clues, solve 
puzzles and complete tasks. Learn more at ice-vr.com. 

Quaker Meeting House - Lower Level
Concept Rendering

Pickering Village Library - Training Centre
Concept Rendering

Mill Street Fire House
Concept Rendering

ajax.ca/InnovationVillage

https://www.ice-vr.com/
https://ajax.ca/InnovationVillage
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What’s new at the library?
AUDLEY BRANCH

• This beautiful new 15,000 square foot library branch features comfortable reading and 
working areas, private and collaborative study rooms, programming spaces, separate 
teen and children’s areas and internet-enabled workstations.

EXPLORE YOUR INNER SCIENTIST!
• March 7 at Pickering Rec Complex
• Put together an award-winning experiment for 

the Ajax & Pickering Public Libraries’  
4th Annual Science Fair.  Ajax and Pickering 
students from Grades 3 to 8 are eligible  
to participate. Awards will be given in three 
categories: Primary-Grades 3 & 4;  
Junior-Grades 5 & 6 and Intermediate-Grades 7 & 8. 

• Check ajaxlibrary.ca for event details including preparation workshops in January.

SPARK! ANNUAL JURIED ART SHOW
• March 2020
• We’re looking for young Ajax artists in all 

types of art mediums including pen, pencil, 
paint, crayon, pastels and markers or even a 
combination! Submitted works will be organized 
in three categories: Grades 1-3, Grades 4-6 and 
Grades 7-8. Works will be independently juried 
by a panel which includes members of the PineRidge Arts Council.

• Check ajaxlibrary.ca for how you can enter your artwork.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR MARCH BREAK!
• It’s a Mystery! Codes, Cyphers and Who Dunnits.  March 13-20, 2020.  

Kids & Families: Crack the secret Spy Codes or create your own, Mystery Scavenger 
Hunt, Invisible Writing, Monster crafts and Mystery games. 
Teens: Watch out as teens take over the library with their own mysteries to solve during 
Library Lock In and other events! 

• Check ajaxlibrary.ca for events details. 

NEW COLLECTION
• Overdrive Quick Picks - Enjoy popular titles for a 7-day loan for eBooks and  

14 for downloadable audiobooks! No holds, no waiting!  This special collection shows  
up on our Overdrive website when one or more of these special titles are available!   
Check in regularly to see what has arrived!

AjaxPublicLibrary Ajax Library ajax_library ajaxpubliclibrary

Audley Branch

GETTING READY FOR A 
WINTER GETAWAY?
Before you go away, make sure you:
• Take a look at our Travel collection 

to help pick your destination and the 
many sights to see when you are there

• Pick up an audiobook and learn a new 
language to help with ordering all of 
those delicious meals and drinks

Keep your suitcase light with  
our digital collections:
• Make a Stay Connected appointment 

to learn about how your new tech 
device works with our collections, travel 
apps and sightseeing websites

• Download from our eCollections, 
including books, magazines, movies, 
audiobooks and music

https://ajaxlibrary.ca
https://ajaxlibrary.ca
https://ajaxlibrary.ca
https://www.facebook.com/AjaxPublicLibrary/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpTyiYP1sdJnxq7Ouj9NTRw
https://twitter.com/ajax_library?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://instagram.com/ajax_library


Stay Connected Mobile App
myajax
thetownofajax
townofajax

 townofajax
ajax.ca/IMO

contactus@ajax.ca

AppJAX
ajax.ca/AppJAX

TIFF Ajax Film Circuit
$10/ticket (HST included)
Fridays at 8 p.m.
January 3, January 31, March 6,  
April 3, 2020

TIFF 2nd Reel
$10/ticket (HST included)
Fridays at 8 p.m.
January 17, February 21, March 20,  
April 17, 2020

Broadway Divas Live  
starring Jennifer Walls 
$30/ticket (HST included)
Saturday, January 25, 2020 
7 p.m.

Beatles Go Brass by  
the Weston Silver Band
$35/ticket (HST included)
Saturday, February 1, 2020 
7 p.m.

Explore the Impossible  
starring Sheldon Casavant
$30/ticket (HST included)
Saturday, March 7, 2020 
7 p.m.

Nina Simone: A Tribute  
starring Faith Amour
$30/ticket (HST included)
Saturday, March 28, 2020 
7 p.m.

Ajax Family New Year’s Eve Party
Tuesday, December 31, 2019 
6 – 9 p.m.
Ajax Community Centre 
(75 Centennial Rd., Ajax)
Adults: $4 Youth & Seniors: $3 
Children 3 years of age & under: FREE

Ajax Winterfest
Monday, February 17, 2020 
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
McLean Community Centre 
(95 Magill Dr., Ajax)
FREE

Ajax Volunteer Fair
Tuesday, April 21, 2020 
3 – 7 p.m.
Ajax Community Centre, HMS Room  
(75 Centennial Rd., Ajax)
FREE

55+ Older Adults Spring  
Fling Dance & Luncheon
Thursday, April 30, 2020 
11 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Ajax Community Centre,  
HMS Room 
(75 Centennial Rd., Ajax)
$10
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St. Francis Centre for Community, Arts & Culture
Where Culture plays Centre Stage!

Winter Festivals & Events

Tickets are available at the St. Francis Centre Box Office, the Ajax & 
McLean Community Centres, the Audley Recreation Centre, online at 
stfranciscentre.ca  or by calling 905-619-2529, ext. 2787 (ARTS).

78 Church St. S. ∙ 905-619-2529, ext. 2787 (ARTS) ∙ stfranciscentre.ca

 ; Indoor home heating systems (furnaces and/or fireplaces) should be inspected and 
cleaned by a qualified technician.

 ; Heating system vents should also be checked to ensure they are not blocked by snow, 
ice or other obstructions.

 ; Space heaters should have a 3-foot clearance around the unit. Space heaters should not 
be left unattended and turned off before leaving a room or going to sleep. 

 ; Never leave cooking unattended.
 ; Never leave candles burning unattended, consider using  
battery-operated or electric flameless candles.

 ; Test smoke and carbon monoxide alarms to ensure they are operating properly.

Ajax Fire checklist for 
staying warm & safe

https://www.facebook.com/myajax
https://www.youtube.com/thetownofajax
https://www.twitter.com/townofajax
https://www.instagram.com/townofajax/
https://ajax.ca/IMO
mailto:contactus%40ajax.ca?subject=
https://ajax.ca/appjax
http://stfrancis.ca
http://stfranciscentre.ca/
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