
 

 

 
September 22, 2020 

  
Regional Chair John Henry  
chair@durham.ca 
 
Regional Councilor Kevin Ashe, Chair of the DRPS Board 
kashe@pickering.ca  
 
RE:  Body-Worn Cameras for Durham Regional Police Service  
 
On behalf of the newly created Ajax Anti-Black Racism (AABR) Task Force, I am writing to express our 
collective support of the Body Worn Camera (BWC) Program being recommended for implementation in 
2021. The BWC Evaluation Report recently released by the DRPS clearly demonstrates the value that this 
program would provide to community policing.  
 
As you are aware, the need for BWCs is increasing due to the social injustices that surround the Black 
community and other racialized groups, based on historic and ongoing experiences with police services. 
Ajax is no exception to this.  
 
The recent brutal displays of anti-Black racism have resulted in numerous preventable deaths and injuries 
that have generated public concern for police accountability and transparency on the front lines.   
 
The AABR Task Force is committed to addressing systemic and institutional racism to combat barriers 
experienced by the Black community. Addressing police brutality by implementing BWCs for the DRPS 
is a tangible and symbolic step towards transparency, accountability and building trust with the Black 
community.  
 
The AABR Task Force understands that the relationship between the DRPS and the Black community has 
become an adverse relationship, in need of trust and accountability to achieve resolution. The AABR 
Task Force is asking for the support of Regional Council to fund the BWC program either through the 
reallocation of DRPS funds or an increase in the 2021 DRPS budget.  
 
This is a pivotal step towards repairing the relationship between the Black community and the DRPS, as 
well as helping to address systemic and institutional anti-Black racism. The AABR Task Force believes 
that the BWC program is a positive step in the right direction.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Mariska Thomas 
Chair 
Ajax Anti-Black Racism Taskforce  
 
cc:  
Ajax Council  
Regional Council  
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